
Vision 
THE CITY OF BETTENDORF IS THE MOST LIVABLE COMMUNITY 

WITH RICH EDUCATIONAL, CULTURAL, AND RECREATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES WHERE WE ENJOY A VIBRANT RIVERFRONT 
AND A GROWING, COMPETITIVE BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT.  

WE TAKE PRIDE IN OUR GREAT COMMUNITY. 

The Vision Statement for the City of Bettendorf outlines what 
Bettendorf wants in the future. Our preferred future is defined in 
value-based principles that can guide policies, decisions, and 

operations. The City of Bettendorf is a Premier City in which to live. 



IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT AND OTHER APPLICABLE FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS, ALL PUBLIC HEARINGS AND 
MEETINGS HELD OR SPONSORED BY THE CITY OF BETTENDORF, IOWA WILL BE ACCESSIBLE TO INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES.  PERSONS 
REQUIRING AUXILLARY AIDS AND SERVICES SHOULD CONTACT BETTENDORF CITY HALL AT (563) 344-4000 FOUR (4) HOURS PRIOR TO THE 
HEARING OR MEETING TO INFORM OF THEIR ANTICIPATED ATTENDANCE. 

CITY OF BETTENDORF SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS – CITY HALL 

TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2026 
6:30 P.M. 

The Bettendorf City Council meeting will be open to the public. 
Additionally, the City of Bettendorf will broadcast this public meeting online at 

www.bettendorf.org/YouTube 

AGENDA 

1. ROLL CALL

2. PUBLIC HEARING
Regarding the proposed FY26/27 Property Tax Levy Rate – No Action

3. ADJOURN

http://www.bettendorf.org/YouTube


Item Title 

Public hearing regarding the proposed FY 26/27 property tax levy. 

Explanation 

Iowa law requires a public hearing be held on proposed property tax rates for the FY 26/27 budget.  The 
public hearing must be held in a stand-alone meeting.  No other City business can be discussed at this 
meeting and no Council action will be taken. 

On April 21, 2026, a second public hearing is planned regarding the final approval and adoption of the 
FY 26/27 Budget.   

If the matter is not budgeted in the current year, explain why funding is requested and 
the anticipated source: 

List Attachments 
Hearing Notice 
Affidavit of Publication
Budget Summary Presentation

COUNCIL LETTER 

MEETING DATE:  
REQUESTED BY:  

April 7, 2026 
Jason Schadt, Finance Director 
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SUC�?NdQCHECO�JCIA�QH@CO�?E�H@@Q?DW@HDJC�@P�IP@CQ�HTTQPICO�OCD@�QCJH@CO�@P�@UC�dPNE@QWd@?PN�PG�H�NCL�TPJ?dC�E@H@?PNM�sNdQCHECO�@H̀�OPJJHQE�GPQ�d?@A�PTCQH@?PNE�L?JJ�GWNO�C̀?E@?NRd?@A�ECQI?dCE�HNO�NCL�PQ�PNC]@?XC�C̀TCNO?@WQCE�GPQ�J?GC�EHI?NR�C�W?TXCN@�?N�oPJ?dC�HNO�k?QCM







FY 26/27 Budget
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• $134 million net of internal funds and transfers
• Continues to demonstrate the City’s financial strength &

flexibility in the face of future revenue uncertainty
• Utilizes significant valuation growth to fund current service

levels, one-time requests and a reduction of debt service
levy for existing general debt

• Upholds the City’s commitment to fully funding six
firefighters currently paid for by the SAFER grant ending in
March, 2027

• Begins construction of a new, voter approved police station
• Takes advantage of grant funding to purchase new

lifesaving equipment and complete important infrastructure
improvements

FY 26/27 Budget Highlights
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Total Levy Rate: 13.33
FY 25/26 FY 26/27

General Fund* $7.57 $7.35

Health Insurance 0.13 0.29

Liability Insurance 0.10 0.20

Police & Fire 
Pension 0.32 0.30

Transit 0.14 0.16

Debt Service $4.85 $5.03

Total $13.11 $13.33

3

• HF718 limits growth in
property tax revenue by
automatically reducing the
General Fund levy rate by a
tiered growth limitation factor

• General Fund levy rate
reduced from 7.57 to 7.35 for
FY 26/27

• Equal to about $688,000 in
property tax revenue

• As the limitation factor
reduces the General Fund
levy rate, the City can utilize
other available levy rates to
fill the gap

• In FY27 there is capacity for
about $2.10/1,000.  Equivalent
to $6.6 million in unlevied
property taxes.

• Voter approved debt for the
police station adds $0.22 to
the debt service levy in FY27.

3



Lean Operating Budget

4

A
nk

en
y,

 1
,18

3.
85

 

A
m

es
, 1

,19
8.

72
 

Be
tt

en
do

rf
, 1

,4
17

.19
 

U
rb

an
da

le
, 1

,4
73

.8
1 

Jo
hn

st
on

, 
1,5

02
.7

5 

W
es

t D
es

 M
oi

ne
s,

 1
,5

25
.2

8 

W
au

ke
e,

 1
,6

52
.2

4 

D
ub

uq
ue

, 
1,7

12
.8

4 

M
as

on
 C

it
y,

 1
,8

87
.8

2 

C
ed

ar
 F

al
ls

, 1
,9

60
.5

0 

Bu
rl

in
gt

on
, 2

,0
82

.6
2 

M
ar

io
n,

 2
,0

99
.0

1 

C
ed

ar
 R

ap
id

s,
 2

,16
8.

49
 

Io
w

a 
C

it
y,

 2
,2

25
.8

7 

C
lin

to
n,

 2
,2

64
.6

7 

M
ar

sh
al

lt
ow

n,
 2

,3
48

.0
4 

D
es

 M
oi

ne
s,

 2
,3

59
.12

 

Si
ou

x 
C

it
y,

 2
,3

64
.6

8 

M
us

ca
ti

ne
, 2

,3
68

.4
2 

D
av

en
po

rt
, 2

,4
97

.5
3 

C
ou

nc
il 

Bl
uf

fs
, 

2,
55

1.7
5 

Fo
rt

 D
od

ge
, 2

,7
88

.0
5 

O
tt

um
w

a,
 2

,9
04

.5
8 

W
at

er
lo

o,
 3

,16
9.

05
 

$0

$500

$1,000

$1,500

$2,000

$2,500

$3,000

$3,500 FY 25/26 Taxes Levied for Operations on Mean Bettendorf Residence
All 24 Iowa Cities with populations of 23,000 or More*

*Assumptions:  Bettendorf mean home value of $371,951
--Prepared by Bettendorf finance staff with FY 25/26 tax levies.
Current Bettendorf operating (General Fund & Other) Levy = $8.26

Avg. 
2,071
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Impact of Taxes & Fees

5

Residential @ 13.33 Small Business @ 13.33
Mean Value: $371,951 (Rollback 

increased to 44.5345%)
Mean Value:  $1,393,278 (Rollback 

remains at 90%, 1st 150,000 @ 
44.5345%)

City’s Portion of Property Tax $176.51 $635.75
Sewer Fees $26.40 $68.40
$4.57 per unit (7%  increase) (22 units/quarter) (57 units/quarter)

Storm Water Fees $1.20 $14.82 
$6.00 per ERU (1.7% increase) (1.00 ERU/month) (12.35 ERU/month)

Solid Waste Fees 

$4.56 NA$19.26 per mo. (2% increase)

(Based on 65 gal. Cart)

Total Increase $208.67 $718.97
(+$17.39 per Month) (+$59.91 per month)

Total Annual Cost of 
Services $2,904 $19,573

5



FY 25/26 Comparison of Property Taxes & User Fees for 
Average Residential Property
Includes 24 Iowa cities with populations of 23,000 or more
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Storm Water Sewer Solid Waste Property Tax

*Assumptions:  Bettendorf mean home value of $371,951 65 gallon or comparable 
garbage cart, sewer usage of 7.33 units per month (733 cu. ft.), and a Storm Water ERU 
of 1.00.  For cities using private solid waste collection, the cost above reflects rates 
provided by private haulers.  
--Prepared by Bettendorf finance staff with FY25/26 tax levies and service fees from city 
websites and billing departments as of 12/31/25.  
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3/23/26 Budget Work Session – Special COW

4/7/26 1st Public Hearing – Special Meeting Prior to Council
Set the Date for 2nd Public Hearing

4/21/26 2nd Public Hearing and Adoption of the Budget

Remaining Budget Calendar
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